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The princess entreated the barons and knights that attended it to use
their interest with her brother-in-law to do her justice, not blaming him
for the treatment she had received, but imputing it to evil counsellors.
Fired with indignation at the indignities she had received, they engaged
to neglect no means of restoring her to her right; so that it was necessary
for her to moderate their resentment and to beg they would only use
humble remonstrances. This they did, reproaching Henry for having
brought so foul a blot and dishonour upon his house, and having violated
all laws, divine, civil, and natural, and broke the strongest ties of humanity.
They conjured him by God, who beholds all things, and asked him what
point in a weak woman, full of peace and piety, could offend him; and
what innocent princely babes, who were his own blood, could have done,
the tenderness of whose years made them very unfit to suffer such injuries.
Ambition strangely steels the heart to all sentiments of justice, charity
or humanity. Yet these remonstrances, made by the chief barons of the
principality, softened the heart of Henry, and he promised them to restore
to Elizabeth her dower and all the rights of her widowhood, and even to
put the government of the dominions into her hands. This last she
voluntarily chose to renounce, provided it was reserved for her son.
Hereupon she was conducted back to the castle out of which she had
been expelled, and from that time Henry began to treat her as princess,
and obsequiously executed whatever she intimated to be her pleasure.
Yet her persecutions were often renewed till her death.

The devout priest Conrad had attended her in great part of her travels,

and returned to Marpurg, which was his usual residence.    Elizabeth,

loathing the grandeur and dreading the distractions of the world, with his

advice> bound herself by a vow which she made in his presence, in the

church of the Franciscans, to observe the third rule of St Francis, and

secretly put on a little habit under her clothes.    Her confessor relates

that, laying her hands on the altar in the church of the friars minors, she

by vow renounced the pomps of the world;   she was going to add the

vow of poverty, but he stopped her, saying she was obliged, in order to

discharge many obligations of her late husband, and what she owed to

the poor, to keep in her own hands the disposal of her revenues.    Her

dower she converted to the use of the poor; and as her director, Conrad,

in whom she reposed an entire confidence, was obliged to live in the town

of Marpurg, when she quitted her palace she made that, which was on

the boundary of her husband's dominions, her place of residence, living

first ia a little cottage near the town, whilst a house was building for her,

in* -wfeiclx she spent the last three years of her life in the most fervent

practices of devotion, charity, and penance.    In her speech she was so

teserrod and modest, that if she affirmed or denied anything, her words

seemed to iaapfy % fear of some mistake,   Conrad, having observed that